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pce God has implanted in the human breast the power of judging, no species - 
of truth, upon which it is employed, is of a more dignified nature than that 
of which we cannot be ignorant without bazarding the loss of eternal salvation.. 
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CLERGYMAN’S ADVICE TO HIS PARISHIONERS: 





EXPLAINING WHAT THEY ARE TO BELIEVE AND DOIN ORDER TO 
BE SAVED: ApbDDRESSED CHIEFLY TO THOSE WHO ARE OF THE 


YOUNGER SORT. [ Continued.) 





UT to. proceed : Secondly, ye aré not only members of Christ, but ye 
are like the children of God, another privilege which ye receive by bap- 
tism. Now here ye must consider what it is to be a child of God. As God 
created all mankind, they all may be said, in some sense, to be the children 
| of God ; but ye aré the children of God in a higher sense, as He has adept- 
ed you, and chosen you out of the rest of the worid, taking you into His mure 
particular favour, ‘Those who were never baptized, aithough they have had 
constant opportunities of being so, are children of God's wrath, obstinate and 
disobedient, continuing still in sin, and under the curse: but ye have recover- 
ed the favour of God, through the merits of Jesus Christ, being obedient to 
His will. And although by nature, ye were strangers and enemies to God; 
is now by baptism ye are taken into the family of God, and are entitied (by 
is good pleasure) to all His mercies and blessings. Ye are all the children of 
Ged, says the Apostle, by faith in Christ Jesus: for as many of you as have 
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ : and of ye be Christ’s, then are ye 
Abraham's seed, and heirs, according to the promise. And again; /s many 
{says he) as are led by ile spirit of God are the sons of God. sor ye have not 
received the spirid of bondage again to fear ; but ye have received tie spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit that we are the children of God, and, of children, then heirs, 

























sider then the honour to which ye are advanced ; ye have the samme father with 
Christ himself, who is God blessed for ever. Ye are not only members of 
Christ’s body, therefore, but in some respect equal to Christ himself. Sckold, 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be call- 
ed the sons of God ! Hereby ye are assured, that God will bear with the unto- 
wardness of your nature, will pity your infirmities, and favourably’ hear your 
requests ; that he will supply your wants, reward your well-doings, and gent- 
ly correct your miscarriages ; which are all acts of fatherly atiection. Your 
fathers here on earth bear a love and affection for you, beyond what ye your- 
selves ever felt or can conceive ; judge o what bowels of compassivn, what 


Fe 

Mae heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ ; if so be that we suger with Him, 
4 we, that we may be also glorified together. Hence our blessed Saviour is said ze 
habia give power to as many as received Him to become the sons of God.’ And He 
Bae j 28 not ashamed (according to the Apostie to the Hebrews) io call them brethren ; 
ere as we find he does in many parts of the holy Scriptures. ‘J his it is to be the 
es, children of God ; and thus well are ye assured that all of you are such. Con- 
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pity and tenderness your heavenly Father has for you, whose creatures ye ares 
who is all gooduess, as he has all power, and is as willing to bless you as he jg 
capable of so domg. Consider also the duty that lies upon you by being made 
the children of God! At the same time that ye obey your earthly parents, re. 
member that ye have @ atier also in heaven. Make it your chief business to 
please 47im ; for be is your best friend. Do not oblige, or excuse yourselves 
to vour pageants bere bY any tiwig whieh ye Know will be affedsive to you 
heavenly Father: neither make mention of the name of Godtghtly, and in 
your ordinary discourse ; for His name is holy, aud must aot come into your 
mouths upon any but solemn occasions, when you beg of Him to reljeve your 
waits, Or retura-flim thanks for his blessiugs,.or are saying something whieh 


tends to the advancement of his honour and’ glory Wo nothing, in short, 
which is stoful; for thereby ye net only offend the majesty of Ahniphty God, 


but abuse the goodness of a most loving and tender Father. Again, consider 
the bad state ef these who.are-not of God's tamiy. Do not despise or insult 
them, who, by being not baptized, are not restored to God’s favour ; but look 
pen them as unhappy children, who were forsaken and turned out of doors 
(as it were) by your heavenly Father; because ot their drsovedience. Endea- 
vour to reconcile them to God, if possibiv you can, by exhorting them fre- 
guentiv and earnestly to faith and repentanee, Bring them, heme trons that 
strange couairy, where they are now wandéefing, naked, and almosi starved, 
ding upon husks with scine; aad endeavour to lay them i the bosom of 
vour kather, always open to receive them, that they may liveia the kingdom 
of the Gospef, and be fed witi che bread of Uje.” Have Colipassion Br all 
men; aug tet # oe your prayer to your heawenly Rather, tnak, in his good 
ring the woo.e world to his family, the Caurch ;-that with 
ese mouth, as duditul chtfayen, we moy ail glorify fiom rere, and ve glorified 
bY fim, as Ws Glessed chihorenm Nerealter. 
And this eads me, Lhirdiy, ta consider anather benefit’ ye have: Tteceived 
br being paptved ; namely, {| bat thereby ye ave made inheriters of the king- 
donot heaven - ly children, says the Aposth, then heirs ef God, and point 
rs wih Christ. -Vhis inheritance, it seems, 1s the necessary consequence of 
our being chidren of God. it will be weil worth your while, thereiore, te 
Know what this mheritance is: what that kingdom ef heaven is of which ye 
are made heirs by baptism. Naw st. Paul tells you, That ye are paustified by 
God's grace, that thereby yermun be made heirs, according to the hope of eter 
mai lije. And St. Peter says, thet by the resurrection ay Jesus Christ Srom 
the dead, we ure begotten to an inkerttance incorruptible, and undefiled; and 
that tadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us. ‘the Apostle tothe Hebrews 
likewise teils you, that Christ ts heir of all things: and, in anotlier piace, 
that we are joint heirs wiih Christ. Whence it may be concluded, that ye 
have a tule ta the joys and glories of heaven ; for whieh tie word of God 
Limselfis your security, and his holy Spirit vour assistance m obtaining them. 
What the joya of heaven are, of Which ye are heirs, is beyond the €apacity 
af the mind of man to conceive, and thevefore cannot be decribed. it is suf- 
ficient for you to kngw what the Gospel hath revealed, that in heaven there 
will be no more sar row, nor templateon, nor fear, nor death > that on the 
contrary ye will be perpetually entertained with the wonders of God’s glory, 
and delic iter! with the centemplation of His goodness: that your minds wil 
be ited with holy joey: and that you wiji be thoroughly satished with your 
lrappy state ; and so continue for ever. ‘Lhis is the inheritance of:a Christian. 
But, as ye ever hope to sacceed to it, prepare yourselves for it ; remembering 
that ceithout hol:ness no man shall see the Lord. Let the joy which is set bé- 
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yore you encourage you to press forward ; and make it your utmost care, that 


ye do not lose that noble prize, which is proposed'to you as the reward of your 
labours. Ao vour treasure iw in heaven, so let your hearts be there also, Be 
not over solicitous concerning the things ef thrs world, Be not afraid of its 


troubles, nor fond of its vanities. De-wot greedily seek after, or contend about 
Kenour, wealth, or any of those trifles, which the children of this world are 


so fond of. For yet a little while, and all these things shall be removed out of 
~our sicht. “Lhis werid, with all the pémp and splendour of it, shall vanish 
“away: and anew scene of affairs shall be opened, worthy your utinost at- 
tention. In the progress of your lives,-ye will meet perhaps with many Chris- 
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8, WhO seein to have forgot that they are heirs of the kingdoth of heaven: 
1g Made fay BH their thoughts seem to be employed in making provision for tius life ; as 
“nts, re. fame though that were accounted fost time, whieh ts spent in securing or édvancing 
iness to Mam their interest in the life to come. And, though these men are, by sonie, cali- 
ursel veg €d wise and prudent, be assured of this, that there can be no greater instance 


ye ares 
as he jg 









to you of haman folly: for they die in the midst of tuese their worldly cares ; are 
and jin ge SPatched from their estates bere, and are m danger ci losing the inheritance 
10 Your ‘which was designed for tuem nereatter. Let it be your chiet business to sé- 
ve your m Cure your best and dearest interest. Seek first the kingdom of Cod, and his 
tWhigh Man Tee Mteousness ; for, it matiers bat little What ) our ciccUiastances are in tinis life, 
» short ‘8 be that ye take gdod heed, not to be disinherited th the hifeto come. For 
5 God fae the things ‘which are seen ure temporal; but te things which are hut seen ae 
. rid 7 - 

onsider eternal. a 

r insult Hitherto I have set before you the great privileges and aclvantages of the 
ut look Christian profession, into which ye are baptized ; and have taken occasion to 


| doors ‘add a word of advice at the Conclusion of every particular And, although the 
‘nd me hopés of a Christian ave so valuabie, that, ene would think, be shoula want 
Endea- § P 2 “ 

om fre- fan fothing else to prompt and oblige him to a steady performance of fils duty 5 
ma that & Yet [ must put yoo in mind, that it fs not only your znierest to live in obedi- 


arved, ence to the Gospel ot Christ, but ye are bound by a solemn GecleratiCn aud 
som, of ow, made at the time of your receiving baptism, that ye weil so Go. Ye did 
ngdom then promise, by your godfathers and godmothers, that ye would renounce the 

or all Mame devil and all his works, the pomps and canities af this wicked world and ake 
Ss good A the sinful lusts of the flesh: that ye u ould believe all the articles a tite Chris- 
it with ve tian faith : and that ye would keep God's holy will and commundniehis, aid 


orified Wm talk inthe same all ihe days of your life. Luis is calied the bapiismal cow ; 
} Which being made for you, and in your names, it lies upon you to perform, as 


ceived (ey it is indeed your concern, and in your power alone to do it. ; 
> kine. Now, in the first place, ye have promised to renounce the devil and all his 
tL pont Ee works. And very fitting it is, that every Christian should make this declara- 
nce of fy tion at hisbaptism. For St. John says, 4or this purpose ‘cus God manifested, 
re, to fae that he might destroy the works of the devil ; that 1s, the kingdoin ol c hrist 
ich ye fee Was set up in opposition to the kingdom of that. evil spirit ; and, thet efore, it 
hed by ® is necessary that Christians, or the subjects ol Christ's kingdou, should enter 
S eter into an engagement to be faithful to him ; and to bid defiance to the devil, and 
JSrom all the stratagems he makes use of to seduce gen from their obedience to God. 
and By listing yourselves under the banner of Christ, and promising to reowtinge 
brews the devil and all his works, ye have given assurauce to the Church, that you 
nlace, Will in no. wise countenance and support the growing power oF sin , Finis, Fe 
iat ve will, on the contrary, by your own examples, and by every other method of 
God Which ye are capable, endeavour to subdue it, and hinder :t trom prevaritng ta 
them. the world. Ye have declared, that ye will always Oppose it, in every shape. 
acity and under every denomination, so lar as 15 befitting yout Lg eae e i ner ap 
is suf and that ye will maintain an utter abhorrence of every thing Dich ye Know to 
there be displeasing to God. | : a St eis 
a the § That ye may faithfully discharge this promise, sufier me to give you a fais 
‘lory, lain directions. Let it remain deeply imprinted tn your Winds, as ah basalt 
3 will le truth, that of all egé/s which happen io mankind, sia is ie gredeest 
your Poverty, sickness, and death are called evils, because licy ate grievous to be 
tian. borne, and therefore we have a natural abhorrence of them, but ticy ate Pe 
ering | ally not such, being oftentimes attended with good and happy cous ae es. 
ot bé- But stn brings with it regret of mind, which yrakes Us Uneasy bere, aust Gras 
that after it the destruction of our souls, which will make us fer ever Miserable bere 
your after. Sin, therefore, 13 truly an @CVic, ana tne only Ouc tk all ' an 
m stand in dread of. If ye can preserve yourselves from It, oF ot least stheerer) 
of its endeavour todo it, ye have nothing to apprehend froin the dispicanuee Of Yo 
bout orthe wieked designs of men, or the malice and syotiity or tac eevil Pu 
i are remember, that, as @reat an evil as sin is, and as iatal as tt tidy be to yous 
ut of a «(S0Uls, yet, in your very nature, ye are most strongiy tuciacd fa ky cops ly 
nish some kinds of it,-which, with your utmost constancy dod resaittion, ye " li 
t at- find it a difficult matter to resist. Never trust, therctoce, (o your Cat strength 


but pray to Goddaily, that, with the power of [lis grace, tle wo 
ed 40 assist your endeavours, and Bive SUCCESS to toe Mmicults veal 
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42 Ecclesiastical terms explained. 


of, for the preservation of ,your innocence. More particularly, make it 
humble request to Almighty God, that he would protect you from falling int 
those sins, which are properly s¢ns of the devil ; as he seems more especially con. 
cerned in tempting men tothem, trom whence, therefore, he takes his name, 
Such are lying, slandering, pride, and revenge ; sins, in which: the founds 
“tion of the devil’s kingdom was laid, and to which the increase of it in the 
world is chiefly owing. ‘These’ sins, by this part of your baptismal vow, ye 
tire chiefly engaged to guard against ; and be assured, that, althongh the pow. 
er of your ghostly enemy is very great, God will enable you to resist it, if ye 
earnestly beg his help and protetection. Jf you draw nigh unto God, he will 
draw mgh unto you; and, when ye perceive yourselves inwardly strengthened 
by Gou’s holy Spirit, be sure to obey the motions and directions of it; so wil 
flecontinue in you, and dwell with you, and etfectly deliver you from falling 
by tempiation. 
Secondly, By your baptismal vow, ye have engaged to renounce the pomp= 
and vanities of this wicked world. ‘The world is calld wicked, aithougin madeR 
by the power of God, and governed by his Providence ; because, through the 
Justs and passions of men, it administers to you many occasions of failing into sin, 
Hence it is that the Apostle declares, "That Christ gave hainsely yor our sins, 
that he might deliver us from this present evil world,. And our blessed Saviour, 
for the same reason, bids us not to love the world, neither the things that are in 
the world ; for, if any man love the world, says he, the love of the Father us 
mot inhim. The vanities of the world aré all those things, which, in the eyes 
of sinful men, seem desirable ; although there is no real goodness in them, nor 
any true satisfaction arising from them. Such more particularly are reaches, 
and Aenour ; which every good Christian should so far renounce, as not to be 
too desirous of the one, or too ambitious of the other. By the pomps ot tix® 
world, it is probable, that the expensive shows, and barbarous and obscene 
sporis, made use of by the Heathens in honour of their false gods, were prin- 
cipally meant: and accordingly, in the early times of Christianity, it was uo-§ 
lawfui for a Christian to be present at such entertainments. But the words§ 
likewise denote all that excess of every kind which men in high stations nore 
particularly are betrayed into by their pride. Magnificence and grandeur, iff 
truly such, are notunbecoming ; and are perhaps necessary to somestations of iife. 
But extravagance and luxury are follies of pernicious consequence ; tending to 
draw otf the thoughts of men from religious duties, and to alienate their minds 
from God. ‘These vanities, therefore, ye have renounced in baptism, as de-§ 
structive of Christianity. Ye have vowed, ‘That ye will not exceed the bounds § 
of moderation, or the rules of sobriety, in the enjoyment of the things of this 
-dife ; that ye will not set your hearts upon them, nor be greedily desirous of 
_them ; that ye wiil rather learn to despise them, especially when they come 
into competition with your future hopes, and, that ye will steadily pursue your 
only true interest, that of the salvation of your souls ; notwithstanding the 
temptations which may be laid in your way, to seduce and divert you from it. 
Even the innocent’ pieasures of life ye are so far resolved against, that they | 
shall not employ too much of your time ; lest they should take possession of 
your minds, aud cause you to contract such a fondness for the. world, that ye 
cannot part with it, without great réluctauce. Ye have vowed, in short, to 
set your affections on things above ; although ye do take a reasonable satisfac- 
tiok, 43 ye ought, in the convenience and blessings of life; and that ye are 
ready to resiga these most willingly, whensoever it shall please God to take 
them from you, or you from them; being prepared and glad to exchange them 
tor that everlasting happiness which is the prize of your high calling in Christ 
f , [Lo be continued. } 










J CSUS, 


aD) ee — 


SOME ECCLESIASTICAL TERMS EXPLAINED, BY WAY OF 
QUiEsIION AND ANSWER: « [CONTINUED. ] 
Q. What is the Commination ? 


A. A solemn denouucing of the threatnings of God’s holy word against im- & 
penitent sinners. 


i). Mhat are the Emher-weeks ? 
J, "itu weeks pefore the tour tines of the year in which ministers ancient!y 
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order that we may be saved in and through a Kedeemer, 


Of Septuagesimna, Sexagesima and Quinguagesima Sundays. "5g 


_gwere, and should now be publicly ordained: in which special prayer with 
fasting are required, according to the example of our Saviour, and his Apos- 


tles. Luke vi. 12, 13. Acts xiv. 23. ; 

Q. Why are they called by the name of Ember ? 

A, Because lying in embers, or ashes is the usual term in holy scripture for 
solemn humiliation ; as Job xlii. 6. i: 

Q. Why ts the Sunday before Easter called Palm-Sunday ? 

A. In memory of our Saviour’s triumphant, but meek entrance into Jerusa- 
Jem ; when the people strewed the way with palm-branches. 

Q. Why is the Sunday after Easter-day called Low-Stinday ? 

A. The Ancients observed the Octave (chat is the eighth day) after their 
principal feasts ; and this being the Octave of the high feast of tue resurrec- 
tion, is called Low-Sunday. 

Q. What is Maundy-Thursday?  - 

A. The I bursday before Good-Friday: from the Latin dies mandati, that 
is the day of charge, or command: on which day it is supposed our Saviour 
‘washed his discipies’ feet ; and commanded his followers to imitate his humiuli- 
ty and charity. 

Q. What is Good-Friday ? , 

A. it is the sixth day of the week, so named of Freya, a Saxon deity: but 
by Christians it hath ever been so called, because on this day our blessed Lord 


‘was crucified : He expired about the ninth hour of the day, agreeably -to the 


Jewish manner of computing time ; which answers to our three o'clock in the 
afternoon : in the thirty-second or third year of his human nature. 

Q. What is his passion ? 

A. His sutfering on the cross for our sins. Christ died for the whole world 
of mankind: He is no particular Saviour : He és the true light, that lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world. He died to redeein ali men agreeably 
to the terms of the gospel: therefore all meu are to work out their salvation. 
Redemption is one thing ; and salvation is another. Redemption is what Christ 
hath done for us without any condition ; and salvation is what we are to do in 
[Lo be coutinued.] 
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OF SEPTUAGESIMA, SEXAGESIMA, AND QUINQUAGESIMA 
SUNDAYS. 


HE first Sunday in Lent being called Quadragesima, that is, being on the 

fortieth day from Easter, they denominated the three preceding Sundaye 
from the next round numbers, Quinquagesima, Sexagesima, and Septuagesie 
ma, numbering backwards from Easter. 

‘The observance of these Sundays, and of the weeks following them, appears 
to be as antient, as the time of Gregory the Great. ‘heir design is, -to'call Us 
back from the feasting and joy of Christmas, in order that we may prepare 
ourselves for the fasting and humiliation, proper for the approaching season of 
Lent ; and te briitg us from thinking on the manner of Christ’s coming into 
the world, to reflecting on the cause of it, namely, our own sius, ahd tnise- 
ries ; that so, being convinced of the reasonatileness of punishing and morti- 
fying ‘ourselves for our sins, we may the more strictly and religiously apply 
ourselves to those duties, when the proper time for them comes. Some more 
devout Christians used to observe the whole time, from the first of these Sun- 
days to Easter, as a time of humiliation and fasting ; but the generality did 
not begin their fasts till Ash- Wednesday. 

The Collects, Epistles, and Gospels for these days, are all the same as in 
the antient Liturgies, excepting only the collect for Quinquagesing Sunday, 
which was made new in King kdward VI’s first prayer book. ‘Ihe épisties for 
each of these three days, are taken out of St. Paul’s episties to the Corinthi- 
ans ; the two first persuade us to acts of mortification, and penance, by.pro- 
posing to us St. Faul’s example ; but because all bodily exercises, without » 
charity, profit us nothing, therefore the Church, in the epistie for Quingua- 
gesima Sunday, recommends charity to us, as a necessary foundation for all 
our other acts of religign, ‘She designe! the gorpels is uch the same with 
that of the epistles. : 
















X¢ Lecture Ghthe Charch Catechism. 

The Tnesday after Quinquagesima Sunday is generally called ShroveTwes- 
days apame given it from aneld English word, signifying to confess; it be- 
ing the usage in tae Romish Church to confess their sits of that day, and #- 
ceive the holy sacrament, if order to quality: themselves for a more feligious 
ovservance ot the holy tine of Lent. ‘This gave occasion to invitations and 
indulgencies, by way of taking leave of flesh, and ether dainties ; thesé by 
degrees degenerated mto spdétts, and merriment, which make up the whole 
busiacss of the carnivai, ia Romish countries. ) 


OF THE FORTY DAYS IN LENT. 


{ROM the earliest ages, it was a practice, among Christians, to set apatt 
some time for mortification, and self-denial, preparatory to the feast of 
waster. ‘Thé Christian Lént, probably, like other Christian observances, 
Ts of Jewish origin, corresponding with their preparation to the yearly ex- 
piation ; their humiliation began forty days before the expiation ; and 
ows is forty days before the commemoration of the expiation of the sins 
of the whole world, It is said, this preparative fasting was, originally, only for 
Forty hours, that is, from 12 elock on Friday, the time of our Savioar’s falJ- 
ing under the power of death, till Sanday morning, the time of his risi 
Trém the dead. This was afterwards drawn out into more days, and thén 
Weeks, till it settled in 40 days; 4 number very antiently appropriated to re- 
pentanee and humiliation. ‘This was the number of days, during which God 
covered the earth with the deluge? the number of years, in which the ¢hil- 
dren of Israel did penance in the wilderness ; the number of days Moses fast- 
%d in the mount, and Elias in the wilderness ; the Ninevites had this number 
ef days allowéd for their repentance ; and our Lord, when he was pleased to 
fast in the wilderness, observed the same length of time. The term Lent doés 
not impart any thing of fasting, or religious obs€rvance, it is a Saxon word, 
Signifying the sprig. 

‘The whol season of Lent used to be observed with the most rigid strictness. 
No marriages were allowed ; no commemoration of the Apostles, or martyrs ; 
but their festivals were, on that account, trausferred, from the ordinary week- 
days, to Sunday, or to Saturday ; which latter, among the eastern Christians, 
as has been already observed, was a festival, like Sunday ; except on these two 
days, the eucharist was not consecrated daring Lent, that being an act more 
suitable to festivals than to fasts: on these days, tirerefore, they consecrated 
enough ta supply the communion of the other days, till Saturday or Sunday 
4#etarned again. Individuals observed the abstinence from food with more ar 
Jess rigour; but they ali agreed in this, to extend the fasting, on every day in 
Lent, beyend the hour of three in the afterneen, at which time other fasts 
ended, to the evening. | {To be continued] 

— 2 a — 


ON THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 


LECTURE III. 


ROMANS Xvi. 19.—7 know him, says God, that he will command his chittrtn 
ahd is household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord. 


Ba first question proposed in the Catechism, is designed to lead us to the 
‘Knowledge and remembrance of our baptism ; that solemn form of ad- 
nuissian inte tie Christian Church, in consequence of which, we lay claim to 
the privileges of the gospel covenant, The name by which we make answer 
on this occasion, is called by way of distinction, our Christian name ; it be- 
jog the name by which we are, as it were, enrolled in Chriat’s service ; signi- 
fyig therevy that we belong to him, that we are disciples, or scholars of Je- 
bus Christ, thase who prafess to take Christ for their master, and to believe and 
jive as he bath taught them. ‘This éVery one promiseth when he is baptized, 
or christened, that is, when he js admitted into the Church by baptism, and, 
Aierciore, hath his name given him, ee ae 

Now you observe that évefy person hath two names; one of which is com- 
aaonls called his sir-name, the other, his chrjstian-mame: the sit name is that 
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Lecture an-the Church Catechise:. rt 


which- is derived from our natura] parents, that which we have in.commorr 

with all who belong to the same family ; the christian-name, such as, Wille 

ian, ‘Thomas, Mary, and the like, is that bame which we received trom eay ° 
spiritual parents, when we were brought by them into the Church, aad bap- 

tized. By our natural parents, we understand our father and mother. By our 

spiritual parents, those persons whg undertook, at our baptisin, to promise tor 

us, that we should lead a life agreeable to God’s commandments. And these 

persons are called our parents lor the same reason that baptism is called our’ 
second birth. 

This matter need not puzzle us, if we remember that these twe births, are 
o be taken in two diiierent senses. Our first birth, for justance, Is our natur- 

al birth, that is, it is what happens to us according to the common course of 
nature ; it is that, by which we are born ito this world, a chiid ef our fatherg 
and mother. Our second birth does not happen according to this natura} 
course ; for nature bas nothing to do with it; it isto be undeisteod, thereiore,. 
in a spwitual sense, as that by which we are born unto God in bapticm ; and ig 
galled our birth, because at that time when we are baptized, we are cousicer- 
ed as entering upon that new and spiritual life which becomes us as meniberg 
of Christ’s Church, children of God, and inheritors of the kingdom 0! heaven, 

‘Lhese, our spiritual parents, are commonly known by the title of spousers ¢ 

and they are se calied, because they are the persons, who at our baptism preseng 
us to God in his Church, and in order that he may regard us as his cluceren, 
they promise in our names, that we will be dutiiul, and obedient to God m 
iH things, that we will believe in him, and leve him, and waik in his iaws, 
all the days of our life. 

The Church to which we belong, foreseeing all the possible dangers to whick 
¢ were subject in this world, from the temptations which surround us,. has, 
herefore, so far as may be, wisely provided against them. Considering oye 

happiness in the next world, as a matter of too great consequence io Le jett 
tu nines. she has, therefore, appointed persons, v hose office:it is to take care 
of our spiritual concerns; in other words, to instiuct us in ail things necessary 
for us to. believe and do, in order that we may go to heaven. ‘i bese persons 
romise, in our name, as any one would engage for another in a matter which 
is manifestly for his advantage, and on supposition, that we shall hereafter seg: 
it to be so; that is, they promise, as they take it for granted, we would have 
promised had we been able. Upon which idea it is that the Church calls upon 
us at atime when we may be supposed to understand the subject, to acknowle 
edge the engagement entered into on our behalf, and to confirin it by our ows 

ersonal obligation. . 

Being then brought into the Church of Christ, and presented to Gad ia 
baptism, we are thereby said to be made members of Christ, children of God, 
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. We are made members of Carist 
by being made members of his Church ; for the Church, or congregation. of 
Christian people is considered in a spiritual sense, as the body of which Chirist 
is the dh Every true Christien, therefore, is called a member of that body, 
To this sense, he is said to ke baptized into Christ. Gal. iii, 27. and by one 
spirit to be baptized into one body. 1 Cor. xii. 13. even inte the body, or 
Church of Christ ; and thus he becomes a member of Christ. By being made 
children of God, we are to understand, our being adopted, or taken into his 
family ; and this was done at our baptism, when we are said in a spiritual sense, 
to be born of water, and of the spirit. In consequence of which spiritual birth,. 


we are permitted to call God our father, and by that name we pray tu hipy 


every day, in what is called gur Lord’s prayer. Having received ihe spirit ef- 
adoption (as the Apostle says) whereby we cry Abba, that is, Father. Rom, 
Vill. 15. From whence we are given to understand, that by nature, we de not 
belong to God’s family. “Vo beccme children of God, we must be adopted by 
God, that is, chosen by him, and taken into his family, in order that wemay 
have a title to the inheritance of God’s kingdom. ix 

To make this matter more clear. In the world when a man has no children 
ef his own, and wishes to have an heir te his estate, that is, a person whe may 
succeed him in the lawful possession of it; it is ne uncommon thing foi big to 
nominate, or appoint the child of another man to be his heir, ‘I his is called 
adoption, a taking a person into the fimily, and giving him a right to (be in- 
heritance of an-estate which he had nct by nature, 
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36 Lecture on the Church Catechism. 

Observe then, the inheritance towards which the thoughts of a Christian’ 
are directed, is that of the kingdom of heaven; to which, no inan is, by na-~ 
ture, entitled; for, by nature, we are all ‘children of wrath. But Go has 
been graciously pleased to take us out of this state of sin and misery, and by 
admitting us into his family by adoption, and grace, has givea us the same 
kiad of title to our promised inheritance, that an alopted heir has to aa estate 
upon earth. Our being children of God, makes us, of course, heirs of the 


kKiugdom of heaven ; one being but the consequence of the other. “ I[f chil- 


dren, (says the Apostle) then heirs ; heirs of God, and jojat heirs with Christ.” ° 
Rom. viii. 17. Gal. iv. 7. In’ this sense it is, that every true Christian is 
said to be an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. ‘The inheritance of this 
kingdom is seitled upon us at our baptism ; and hereafter, we shall certainly 
have the full enjoyment of it, unless we provoke our heavenly father by a 
wicked and unholy life to cast us off and disinherit us. Consider then, that 
our sponsors brought us, when infants, into the Church, and presented us to 
God’s minister,: with the intent that we should become members of Christ, 
children of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. You have now 
heard what these expressions mean; but you must take care that you do not 
run away with the sound, whilst you leave the meaning behind. ‘Tobe mem- 
bers of Christ, we must not only be admitted into his Chu-ch oy baptism, but 
we must also put on Christ—that is, we must become like unto Christ, by hay- 
ing the same spirit in us that Christ had ; for if, “* you have not the spirit of 
Carist, (the Apostle tells us) you ate none of his.” Again, if you are children 
ef God, your hearts will be towards God, a’ the heart of an obedient child is 
towards a tender father ; and in such case, you will strive to do every thing 
to please him. And lastly, as inheritors of the kingdom of héaven, it is to be 
expected that your desire will be towards your heavenly inheritance. You 
must long to go to heaven, and strive to go there, by doing all you can that will 
tend to put you forward in your journey thither; for where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also. 

In this manner parents should endeavour, with God’s assistance, to apply the 
parts of the Catechism to their children, as they go along; always remembering 
that so far as they understand the meaning, and endeavour to bring it home 
to their own particular case, so far will the learning of their Catechism be of 
service to them, and no farther. 

It is not to be expected that children can profit much from instruction occa- 
sionally delivered to them in Church. The same instruction must be repeated 
to thenr over, and over again. - There rust be * line upon line, and precept up- 
on precept; here a little, and therea little.” . And it can only be in consequence 
of attention, diligence, and perseverance on the part of the teacher, that 
success can be hoped for, in a business of this nature. 

In this case ministers can do but little: they may instruct from timeto time, 
but their instruction, when such young persons in particular are concerned, is like 
a sound that is heard for a moment: but when over, it is, a3 it were, lost in 
the air. Now parents have an opportunity of repeating this sound, till such 
time, in short, as they find their children able to retain its impression ; and 
this must be done, let it cost what pains it will.-: Inshort, every mean is to be 
tried to bring the natural man under due subjection. And the sooner these 
means are employed, the more likely are they to be attended with the desired 
success. Let ail parents then remember, in one word, that children must be 
governed, or they will govern ; in consequence of which fatal victory on their 
side, they must, without a particular interposition of Providence in their favour, 
which we have no right to expect in this ‘case, become miserable. 

Let all join then, in the endeavour to put, as it were, a new face on our 
Church ; by making use of the means best calculated to make the rising gen- 
eration, more pious, more regular, more sober; in one word, better Christians 
than the present. ‘This by God’s grace upon our endeavours, may be done. 
Watch over your children, instruct them ; point out-the way in which they 
should walk, and the path they should avoid : do this heartily, sincerely, and 
constantly ; and it will be well with you, and with your children after you.’ In 
this case, God’s blessing will not fatl to follow you in all pas ways; and you 
will with pleasure, ‘‘ behold your children’s children, and peace upon Israel.” 

[To be continued. ] | 
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Of the elegance and dignity of the sacred Scriptures. 3 
| ANCE AND DIGNITY OF THE SACRED 
OF TR RECA SCRIPTURES 


X17 HEN God becomes an author, his writings, like himself, must be per ° 


fect. His works of creation, and his word of revelation, are counter- 
yarts fo one another ; elegance and dignity peryadé the whole. Can we then 
pinch admire the works of God without taking delight in contemplating his 
y word! This earth with ali its glories shall vanish “‘ like the basciess fabric 


oF ¢ vision ;” but,‘* the word of the Lord shall abide forever.” . 


ould we see history in all its pie hg and force, beautifully easy, but 
irresistibly striking ?—See hér, or ra er feel her energy touching the nicest 
moveinents of the soul, and triumphing over all our passions, in the inimitable 
narrative of Joseph’s life. The representation of Esau’s. bitter distress; the 
conversation-pieces of Jonathan and his gallant frierid ; the memorable jour- 
na! of the disciples going to Emmaus, are finished models of the tmpasstoned 
and affecting. Here is nothing studied, no flights of fancy, no embellishments 
of oratory. Yet how inferior ate the most applauded episodes of heathen ro- 
mance, though worked up by the most masterly hands, to the undissembled 
artless fervency of these sacred sketches. 

Are we pleased with the elevation and dignity of an heroic poem, or the ten- 
derness and perplexity of a dramatic per ormance * In the book ef Job th 
aré both united, and both stand unrivalled. Conformably to the exactest rules 
of art, as the action advances, the incidents are more alarming, and the im- 
ages more niagnificént. The language glows, and the pathos swells, till at 
last the DEITY himself makes his entrance. He speaks from the whirlwind, 
and commands the creation, the heavens and all their shining hest; the ele- 
ments, arid théir most wonderful productions, to evidence the power of his 
hand and the wisdom of his proyidential dispensations. His word strikes ter- 
ror, and flashes conviction ; decides the mémentous controversy and closes the 
august drama with al! possible solemnity and grandeur, 

If we sometimes choose a plaintive strain; such as soothes the mind and in- 
duces an agreeable melancholy :—-Are any of the antient tragedies superior in 
the elequence of mourning, to David’s pathetic elegy on his beloved Jonathan; 
to his inost passionate and incensolable moan ever his lovely but unhappy 
Absalom ; or to that melodious woe; which warbles and bleeds im every libe 
of Jeremiah’s lamentations ? : 

Are you entertained with the daring sublimity of Homér, or the correct nie< 
jesty ot Virgil?—With the expressive delicacy of Norace, or the rapid ex- 
cursions of Pindar?—Behold them united ; behold them extelled in the odes 
of Moses, and the eucharistic hymn of Deborah ; in the exalted devotion of 
the psalms, and the glorious enthusiasm of the prophets. With this difference, 
that the former are “ tuneful triflers,” and amuse the fanty with empty fiction ; 
the latter are teachers sent from Gop, and make the soul ‘‘ wise unto salya- 
tion.” Are we admirers of antiquity ? In the sacred volume we are led back, 
beyond the universal deluge, to eras prior to the date of any other annals.— 
We are introduced to the earliest inhabitants of the earth; made acquainted 
syith the original parents of the human race; we behold mankind ta thei- 
primitive plainness, and when the days of their life were but little short ef a 
thousand years. In fine, we are made acquainted with thé origin ef nations, 
the creation of the world, and the commencement of time itself. 

Are we delighted with vast achievements Where can be fount’ in heathen 
story any thing comparable to the miracles in Egypt, and the wonders in the 
field of Zoan ; to the memoirs of the Israelites, passing on dry ground through 
the depths of the sea, sojourning in the inhospitable deserts, afc conquering 
the kingdoms of Canaan?—Where shall we meet with instances of martial 
bravery equal to the prodigious exploits of the Judges; or the adventurous 
deeds of Jesse’s valiant son, and his matchless band of worthies ?-—Here we 
behold the fundamental laws of the universe at one time suspended, at another 
reversed, not only the current of Jordan, but the course of nature controuled. 
Whenever we enter the ‘fisid of stripture, we tread on enchantéd—shall I say > 
gather on consecrated ground, where astonishment and awe are awakened at 
every step we take, and whiere all the marceltous of romance is connected with 
all the precision and sanctity of —_ 
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{f we want maxims of wisdom, or have a taste for the laconie¢ style’: how 
copiously may our wants be supplied, and how delicately our taste gratified ! 
especially in the books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and some of the minar pro- 
phets. Here are the most sage lessons adapted to every circumstance of ‘life, 
formed upon the experience of preceding ages, and perfected by the unerring 
Speixrt of inspiration ;—these delivered with such remarkable conciséness, that 
one might venture to say, “ every word is a sentence ;” at Teast every sentence 
may be cailed an apophthegm, sparkling with brightness of thought, like a 
profusion ef gems each containing, in a very small compass, a value immense 
and incalculable—all heaped up with a confused magnificence, above all order. 

li we look for strength of reasoning, and the warmth of exhortation, the 
insinuating arts of genteel address, or the manly boldness of impartial reproof; 
all the thunder of the orator, without any of his ostentation ; all the politeness 
of the courtier, without any of his flattery ;—let us have recourse to the Acts 
of the Aposties, and to the Epistles of St. Paul. These are a specimen, or 
rather, thesé are the standard of ‘thém all. 

Are you fond of pastoral in all its graces ?—Never have we seen sucli ex- 
quisite touches of rural painting, or such pleasing images of endeared affec- 
tion, as in Solomon’s Song of Songs. All the brilliant and amiable appear- 
ances in nature are employed to delineate the tenderness of his heart, who is 
hove itself ; to pourtray the beauty of hés person, who “¢ is‘altogetherlovely and 
‘the chief among ten thousand ;” and to describe the happiness of those souls, 
« whose fellowship is with the Father, and with his’ Son Jesus Christ.” 

Anotaer recommendation of the holy Scriptures is, that they afford the most 
sowrul and at the same time’ the most amiable manifestations of the GoDHEAD, 
Fatuer, Son, and Hoty Guost. His glory shines, and his goodness 
stiles in those divine pages, with unparaileled lustre. Heré we have the 
most ample and satisfactory information concerning our own state; the origin 
of evil is thaced ; the cause of all our misery discovered, and the remedy, the 
infallible remedy, both clearly shewn, aud freely offered. ‘Fhe merits aiid 
ztenement of the Gop-mMAN Jesus, lay a firm foundation for aif our hopes ; 
whilst gratitude for his uamerited love suggests the most eridearing incitements 
to every duty. Morality in all its branches is delineated on the sacred paze ; 
placed upon its proper basis, and raised to its highest elevation. ‘The Spreir 
of Gop is promised, to enlighten the darkness of our understandings, and to 
strengthen our weak and imperfect wills. What an ample provision is made 

by these blessed books for our spiritual wants! and in this respect, how indispu- 


table is their superiority over all other compositions’! [To be conitnued. | 
—— 2 ao 
A QUERE. 


wer does the Churehman so frequently use the words ‘* Let us pray” im 
the Liturgy ? 

Answer.—I\t is not in our power to prevent distractions, interruption and 
avocation of theught, even in our most solemn addresses to God ; while the 
soul Is immersed in matter, it will sometimes be too languid to raise its thoughts 
er too volatile to fix them steadily upon God. ‘Lhis is our frailty, our misfor- 
tune; but not to be imputed to us as a sin, provided we strive against it ; and 
when we have done all we can, we have done all we ought. ‘lherefore, as 
soon as we enter the sanctuary, we should beg the assistance of the Holy Spirit, 
that our thoughts may be fixed; that we may be collected in ourselves; and 
serve God with that undivided attestion, which is due from a creature to his 
Creator ; as knowing that it is absurd to expect that God will hear us, when 
we really do not hear ourselves ; whicly is the case, when our lips move me- 
ehanically, but our minds are absent or attentive. It was with this view that 
in the antient Greek Liturgies, the deacon was ordered to cry aloud, Let us 
pray fervently ;—and again sometime after, let us pray more jervently. . And 
it would be our wisdom to make the proper use of that exhortatory admoni- 
tion, fet us pray, which occurs so frequeutly in our Liturgy, and which was 
hisevted with the design, of rallying our undisciplined thoughts, recalling our 
siraggling ideas, and of putting us in mind, that we ought to pray with an 
aifectuuonate application. 
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Remarks on Acts, 


REMARKS ON ACTS, CHAPTER XIiI, Verse 46. 
As many as were ordained to eternal life believed. 


‘%™ 7ARIOUS explanations of this text have been given, but none of them igs 
so natural and,easy as that of the great and good Archbishop Sharp. 

“« What, says that pious and learned prelate, is the manning of the Apas- 
«* tle’s words—‘‘ As many as-were ordained to eternai life believed.”—1 answer ; 
« the whole depends upon the translation of one word, (and that is tetagmenoz) 
«* which we render orduined : but our translators, if they had pleased, might have 
«* pitched upon three or four other words that would have better expressed the 
‘« signification of it, and have cleared the sense beyond all exception, ‘Lhis 
«word, if you will consult the usage of it in authors, cannot be more naturr 
‘* ally rendered, than by the words, fitted, or prepared, or set in order, or 
“* disposed for. “lake now any one of these renderings, and it will fully hit 
** the sense of the text, and avoid all those absurdities that I have been speak- 
‘ing of. ‘The case before us is this ; the Jews putaway the gospe’ from them, 
and judged themselves unworthy of eternal life. ‘lle Gentiles on the con- 
‘* trary, glorified God because eternal life Was offered to them; and accord- 
“ingly, as St. Luke tells us, as many of them as had fitted and prepared them- 
** selves, or were set in order, or disposed for eternal life, did, upon St. Paui’s 
preaching, believe the gospel, and become Christians. If you remember, 
‘inthe 9th of St, Luke, our Saviour speaks of some persons who were not 
« fit for the kingdom of God; and’such would not believe in him, But now 
“these people were fit for the kingdom of God, and therefore they did em- 
** brace the go-pel as soon as they heard it.” 

This, 1 presume to say, is a natutal and easy exposition of the text, and it ex- 
cludes the idea of any eternal decree of God concerning particular men ssalvation, 


ER os Oe ; 
REMARKS ON ACTS, CHAPTER XIII, Verse 46. 
Lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 


rq ‘HE Jews admitted Gentiles into their Synagogues, but the Gentile prose- 
lytes had their appropriate place, and did net mix with the Jews. The 
assage betore us affords, ‘sufficient evidence of such a local separation. It is 
said, verse 42.°“ And when the Jews were gone out, the Gentiles besought 
“* that these words (or this doctrine) might be preached to them the next Sab- 
‘‘ bath.” ‘The Jewish part of the audience, therefore, went out first, before 
the Gentiles stirred; and St. Paul seems to have dizected not only the subject 
matter of his discourse, but also his face and gestures, at first to the Jewish 
part of the assembly, verse 16. Then Paul stood up and beckoning with the 
hand, or moving bis hand toward them, as particularly bespeaking their at- 
tention, said, men of Israel, even ye that fear God, gtve audience. Now, as 
the whole of the discourse was remarkably appropriate to the Jews, so proba- 
bly were the posture and motion of the Apdstie’s body and eyes, whilst he deliv- 
ered it ; which may with equal reason be supposed’ to have been the case in 
pronouncing the former part of his next discourse on the following Sabbath, 
and which rendered that sudden alteration of his attitude, the more emphat- 
ical and striking ;—** Lo! we turn to the Gentiles ?’—lLais graceful, and op- 
portune turn of gesture as weil as of discourse, had, by the grace of God, the 
desived effect. ‘The whole Gentile part of the audieuce were enraptured with 
the Apostle’s declaration, and accordingly all who were present embraced the 
doctrine of edernal life, of which the Jews bad shewn themselves wnworihy, 
by putting it fram them, contradicting and blaspheming :—as many as (tetag~ 
menoi) were ranged together, viz. on the Gentile side of the synagogue, which 
was very crowded, ver. 44, 45. believed in the doctrine that was unto izfe eternal. 
ED 1.¢ Ere——— 
THE NECESSIVY OF RETIREMENY. 

THAT dissipation of thought, which our conversing much with the 

; world occasions ! To retrieve ourselves from this il effect, it is highly 
expedient to withdraw frou company, and to converse much with what we 
above all things love, and yet above all things hate to converse with—ourselves : 
—-to habituate our minds to recollection, and to fix them on the greatest and 
most interesting of objects, 
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60 MP Fable, 


Honour, ‘profit and re ate the three idols, to which théh of the world 
bow, Avoid them, O Christian, go from them into privacy, shut the door, 
and as the Psalmist speaks, commune with thine own heart in thy chamber, 
and he still. Theré, the busy swarth of vain images that beset as ot/t of doors, 

‘find no admission ;—there, as rio tutbulent p ms can enter; s6 all ahimbs- 
ities are excluded or forgotten; and all competitions cease. Theére the vanities 
and vexations of this world are forbidden’ to enter, and thd considérations of 
the world to came find an hearty welcome. ce i oe 
A FABLE. 

N a summer’s eyening, a shepherd from a risin eminence beheld the 
, adjacent sea :—the winds were hushed, the wav sha lost their ‘motion, 
and presented a surface smooth as that df a molten looking-glass, At a little 
distance, he perceived boats and vessels of various size and sail, which seemed, 
in perfect security, to sport upon the acean.: Struck with the beauty and 
novelty of the appearance, he forgot the pleasures of a rural life, forgot alt 
that he bad heard of the dangerous‘and deceitful ocean ; he exchanged his 
flock for merchandize, and trusted himself and his treasure to au untried ele- 
ment, Scatcely was he embarked before he repented of his rashness. A sud- 
den storm arose—the sea na longer serene, but like a tyger roused from sleep, 
assiimed the appearance of aa enraged enemy, and threatened him with.death 
in every wave. ‘ He lost his bark; he lest his goads; and hoping even against 
ape with the utmast exertions he escaped a watery grave, once more to tread 
on the dry land. Made wiser by misfortune, he gladly returned to the pasto- 
ral life, aud found safety and peace.in the society of his flock, The nexttime 
he saw the sea, it was again smooth and silent as before; but he beheld it 
without emotion. It is tm vain, says he, to think of deceiving me again; I 
have no mind te suffer a secand shipwreck" - 

REFLECTION. 

HAPPY are they whom divine grace leads to make a like reflection upon 
their former errors! Sinful pleasures appear engaging at a distance, but at 
last ‘‘they bite like a serpent, and. sting like an adder.”: ‘Temptations have 
been presented to us, in ali their bewitching charms ; they have resembled the 
sea when cahn, unruffied by no breath of air; without suspicion we yielded 
to the allurement, quitted our safety, and daringly launched into the dan- 
gcrous and deceitfuldeep! ‘Transient was temptation’s smile, ocean soon be- 
gan to frown and. toss his waves on higl, and we found ourselves instantly sur- 
rounded with storms and tempests. Then, when ail our art was battled, our 
yudder broken, our sails'torn, our anchor lost, and all human hopes of safety 
taken away, what have been our thoughts? Did we not bemoan our folly ? 
Were we not willing to part with all, to count our greatest gain but loss, if we 
could but escape with life and reach some friendly port? “ Has the Lord heard 
our prayer? Has he sent his word anid saved us, and brought us into the de- 
sired haven? Let us then keep in mind our past experience. May we never 
gommit ourselves to those faithless seas, which have oceasigned us so muck 
rouble and danger, “ for the end of them is death.” 

Sedtc’d hy sin to quit my ease, 
And trust my life to stormy seas ; 
T long by winds and waves was toss’d, 
And ey’ry view of safety lost. 


Recover’'d by Divine command, 
And, past my hope, brought back to land; 
With pleasing dread I stand and view, 
The deaths [ lately ventur’d through. 


Again some artfal bait presents, 
Again, alas! my heart assents: 
Untaught by all its former pain, 

My foolish heart would rove again. 

But Oh! forbid it, gracious Lord ! 
Uphold thy servant by thy word ; 
Recal past dangets*to my eyes, 
And make me by experience wise. 
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A Dialogue between a Ciergyman, and his Parishiaier. 6d 


& GOMPENDIOUS PROOF OF ‘THE TRUTH OF THE CHRISTIAN 
Ah RELIGION. | 


By Mowsttdxk Féeneiow, Adcuiitsnor o¥ Campray. 


‘HE establishment of Christianity among mankind is the greatest of alk 
m tiracles.' In spite of all the power of Kome ; in spite of ali the passions, 
interests, and prpjuthots of so many nations ; so many philosophers ; so many 
different religions} twelve fishermen, without art, without eloqueice, 
without power, published and spread their.docttine throughout the worid.— 
jn spite of a persecution for three cénturtes, which seemed every moment ready 
toéxtinguish it; in spite of continued and innumerable martyrdoms of persons 
bf aif conditions and countries; the truth at iength triumphs over error ace 
cording fo the pretiictioas both of the eld and new Jaw. Let any one shew 
some other religion, which has the same marks of a divine protection. 
’ A powerful conqueror may establish by his arms, the belief of a religion, 
which fldatiers the sensuality of men. A wise legislator may gain hiniselt atren- 
tion and respect by the usefwiness of his laws. A sect in credit and supported 
by tne civil power, may abuse the credulity of the peopie. Ail (itis is possibie. 
Hut what could victorious, learned, and superstitious nations see, to mduce 
them so readily to believe in Jesus Christ as their God and Saviour; who pro» 
mised them nothing in this world but persecutions and sufierings; who propo- 
sed to them the practice of a morality, to which all darling passions mast be 
sacrificed? Is not the conversion of the world tosucha religion, a greater and 
ae credible miracle than eve the greatest of these whrch some retueé to 

clieve ? tet 


<ciiteate itn deh 


FOR THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 


A DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN A CLERGYMAN, AND HIS PARISHIONER, 
: Continued from No. 3, page 43, 


P.—Rev. Sir, I hope you are at leisure, as I have come again to converse 
with you upon the siibject of the Holy Eucharist. | 

C.—I am at leisure at present, and shall gladly discourse with vou, on a sub- 
188 sO  cpeeys that the Church pronounces it the most solemn part of pub- 
dic Worship. ' 

P.—] haye long meditated on the holy encharist, and confess my difficulties : 
one is, whether our Lord offered himself for ws, at the time of his itistituting 
the holy communion, of whén lie’ was on the cross. 

C.— The primitive Christians believed that the oblation of the body of Christ 
for the redemptien of mankind commenced immédiately after eating his last 
passover; and was progressive, ’till hé said, “ this is my body, thisis my blood, 
which rs given for you,” over the breadand wine. ‘lhe propitiation was then 
offered under the symbols of bread and wine. 

P,—{ thank you, sir, my qtestion is answered entirely to my satisfaction : now 

be so good as to explain to me the nature and design of the eucharistic sacrifice. 
' C,.—When the eucharist is celebrated according ‘to Christ’s institution, it is a 
solemn memorial or representation of Christ's sacrifice offered to God the Father, 
in order to procure for us the benefits of that sacrifice. When the bishop or 
priest, to shew the authority by which he acts, recites the words of institution, 
and pronounces Christ’s powerful words, this is my body, this is iny blood, 
over the bread and wine, they becOine authoritative representatives, or sym- 
bols of Christ’s crucified body, and of his blood that was sired. 

P.—So then, sir, the priests under the gospel offer sacrifice as well as those 
under the law. 2 

C.—Yes, sir, the legal sacrifices were sanguinary ; but under the gospel they 
are unbloody. ‘The bread and Wine; by the powerful words of Clirist, ‘ this 
is my body, this is my blood,” are made authoritative representatives of his 
body and blood offered for us, and put into a capacity of being oitered to God 
as the great Christian sacrifice. 

P.—With pleasure, | observe sir, how the subject goes on to expand, and 
confess that alJ this is very intelligible ;—pray proceed, , 
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68 A Fuble. 


Honour, ‘profit and re ate the three idols, to which méh of the world 
bow. Avoid them, O Christian, go from them into privacy, shut the door, 
and as the Psalmist speaks, commune with thine own heart in thy chamber, 
and be still. Theré, the busy swarth of vain images that beset as ot/t of doors, 
find no admission ;—there, as no tufbulent p ns can enter; s6 all ahimés- 
ities are excluded or forgotten; and all competitions cease. Thére the vanities 
and vexations of this world are forbidden’ to enter, and thé considerations of 
the world to came find an hearty welcome. to ails 

A FABLE. 
Or a summer’s eyening, a shepherd from a rising éminence beheld the 
‘ adjacent sea :—the winds were hushed, the waves had lost their motion, 
and presented a.surface smooth as that df a molten loo ing-glass At a little 
distance, he perceived boats and vessels of various size and sail, which seemed, 
in perfect security, to sport upon the acean.: Struck with the beauty and 
novelty of the appearance, he forgot the pleasures ofa rural life, forgot all 
that he bad Gard of the dangerous‘and deceitful ocean ; he exchanged his 
flock for mer¢handize, and trusted himself and his treasure to au untried ele 
ment, Scafcely was he embarked before he i seaaty of his rashness. A sud- 
den storm arose—the sea na leuger serene, but like a tyger roused from sleep, 
asstimed the appearance of aa enraged enemy, and threatened him with.death 
in every wave. ‘ He lost his bark; he lest his goads; and hoping even against 
ape with the utmast exertions he escaped a watery grave, once more to tread 
on the dry land. Made wiserby misfortune, he gladly returned to the pasto- 
ral life, and found safety and peace.in the society of his flock. The nexttime 
he saw the sea, it was agaip smooth and silent aS before; but he beheld it 
without emotion. It is m vain, says he, to think of deceiving me again; I 
have no mind te sufier a secand shipwreck 
REFLECTION. 

HIAPPY are they whom divine grace leads to make a like reflection upon 
their former errors! Sinful pleasures appear engaging at a distance, but at 
last ‘‘they bite like a serpent, and. sting like an adder.”: ‘lemptations have 
been presented to ys, in ali their bewitching charms ; they have resembled the 
sea when cahin, upruffied by no breath of air; without suspicion we yielded 
to the allurement, quitted our safety, and daringly launched inte the dan- 
gcrous and deceitfuldeep! ‘Transient was temptation’s.smile, ocean soon be- 
gan to frown and. toss his waves on higly, and we found ourselves instantly sur- 
rounded with storms and tempests. Then, when ail our art was ba , our 
rudder broken, our sails’torn, our anchor lost, and all human hopes of safety 
taken away, what have been our thoughts? Did we not bemoan our folly ? 
Were we not willing to part with all, to count our greatest gain but lows, if we 
could but escape with life and reach some friendly port? * Has the Lord heard 
our prayer? Has he sent his word and saved us, and brought us into the de- 
sired haven? Let us then keep in mind our past experience. May we never 
gommit ourselves to those faithless seas, which have oceasigned us so muck 
rouble and danger, ‘for the end of them is death.” 

Sedtic’d hy sin to quit my ease, 
And trust my life te stormy seas ; 
T long by winds and waves was toss’d, 
And ey’ry view of safety lost. 


Recover’d by Divine command, 
And, past my hope, brought back to land ; 
With pleasing dread L stand and view, 
The deaths [ lately ventur’d through. 


Again some artfal bait presents, 
Again, alas! my heart assents: 
Untaught by all its former pain, 
My foolish heart would rove again. 


But Oh! forbid it, gracious Lord ! 
Uphold thy servant by thy word ; 
Recal past dangets*to my eyes, 
And make me by experience wise. 
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A Dialogue between a Clergyman, and his Parishioner. 6t 


& COMPENDIOUS PROOF OF THE TRUTH OF THE CHRISTIAN 
: RELIGION. sm 


By Mowsrétx Fention, Adcutisnor of CamerAy. 


HE establishment of Christianity among mankind is the greatest of alk 


.-twiracles.’ In spite of all the power of Kome ; in spite of ali the passions, 
interests, and prejudices of so many nations ; so many plijosophérs ; so many 
different religions} twelve fishermen, without art, without eloquence, 
without power, published aud spread their. doctrine throughout the worid.— 
jn spite of a persecution for three cénturtesy which seemed every moment ready 
toéxtinguish it ; in spite of continued and inmumerabie martyrdoms of persons 
bt alf conditions and countries; the truth at iength triamphs over error ace 
cording fo the predictions both of the eld and new Jaw. Let any one shew 
some other religion, which has the same marks of a divine protection. 

A powerful conqueror may establish by his arms, the belief of a religion; 
which flatiers the sensuality of men. A wise legislator may gain himselt atten- 
tion and respect by the usefulness of his laws. A sect in credit and supported 
by tne civil power, may abuse the credulity of the peopie. Aili. (iis is possibie. 
But what could viéetorious, learned, and superstitious nations see, to mduce 
them so readily to believe in Jesus Christ as their God and Saviour; who pro» 
mised ther nothing in this world but persecutions and sufierings; who propo- 
sed to them the practice of a morality, to which all darling passions must be 
sacrificed? is not the conversion of the world tosucha reitgion, a greater and 
more credible miracle tham eve the greatest of these which some refuse to 
believe? Sob 


FOR THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 


A DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN A CLERGYMAN, AND HIS PARISHIONER, 
, Continued from No. 3, page 43. 


P.—Rev. Sir, I hope you are at leisure, as I have comé again to converse 
with you upon the siibject of the Holy. Eucharist. ° 

C.—I am at leisure at present, and shall gladly discourse with you, on a sub- 
ject so = that the Church pronounces it the most solemn part of pub- 
fic worship. : , 3 

P.—I have long meditated on the holy encharist, and confess my difficulties : 
one is, whether our Lord offered himself for ws, at the time of his itistituting 
the holy communion, ot whén lie was on the cross. 7 

C.— lhe primitive Christians believed that the oblation of the body of Christ 
for the redemptien of mankind commenced imrmédiately after eating his last 
passover, and was progressive, ’till he said, “ this is my body, thisis my blood, 
which rs given for you,” over the bread and wine. ‘lhe propitiation was then 
offered under the symbols of bread and wine. 

P,.—i thank you, sir, my question is answered entirely to my satisfaction : now 
be so good as to explain to me the nature and design of the eucharistic sacrifice. 
/ C.—When the eucharist is celebrated according ‘to Christ’s institution, it isa 
solemn memorial or representation of Christ’s sacrifice offered to God the Father, 
in order to procure for us the benefits of that sacrifice. When the bishop or 
priest, to shew the authority by which he acts, recites the words of institution, 
and pronounces Christ’s powerful words, this z# my body, this is iy blood, 
over the bread and wine, they becdine authoritative representatives, or sym- 
bols of Christ’s crucified body, and of his blood that was sired. 

P.—So then, sir, the priests under the gospel offer sacrifice as well as those 
under the law. | | 

C.—Yes, sir, the legal sacrifices were sanguinary ; but under the gospel they 
are unbloody. ‘The bread and Wine; by the powérful words of Clirist, ‘* this 
is my body, this is my blood,” are made authoritative representatives of his 
body and blood offered for us, and put into a capacity of being oitered to God 
as the great Christian sacrifice. 

P.—With pleasure, | observe sir, how the subject goes on to expand, and 
confess that all this is very intelligible ;—pray proceed, 
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62 A Diclozue between a Ciergyman, and his Parishioner. ~» 


*C.—Then the priest makes a’solemn oblation of the appointed symbols, 
which is the highest and most proper act.of Christian worship. With this ob, 
Jation God is well pleased, because it is offered by his Son’s authority and com- 
mand, The bread and wine are not consumed by fire from heaven, nor by 
the fire of an altar, as the Levitical sacrifices were, but suffered to continue in 
our sight ; or inother words, God returns them to us to feast upon, that we may 
thereby partake of all the benefits of our Saviour’s death and passion. _ 

P.—I{ understand all this but confess that I have some fears, lest this doc- 
trine lean toward transubstantiation. 

C.—You will have no reason to be afraid that the primitive doctrines of the 
eucharist favour transubstantiation, when I shall haye conducted you a few 
steps farther in the illustration of them.—Please, sir, to observe, that the bread 
and wine remain bread and wine after the prayer of invocation. The Holy 
Spirit ts invoked neither to transubstantiate nor te consubstantiate, but to sANC- 
TiFY them; to change them in their qualities, not in their substance. And 
thus they are made, not the natural, but the sacramental body and blood :— 
they are bread and wine by nature, the body and blood of Carist, in mystery 
and signification: they are bread and wine to our senses, the body and blood 
of Christ to eur understanding and faith; they are bread and wine in them- 
selves, the body and blood of Christ in power and effect. 

P.—i see clearly ‘how ail this is, and that my fears of transubstantiation: were 
groundiess : as to consubstantiation we seldom hear that word mentioned, but 
xf [ have any correct ideas of its meaning, it is as remote from the primitive 
doctime of the eucharist, as the so much condemned Popish word transubstan- 
tiation is. 

C.—The doctrine of transubstantiatiog,was invented in the beginning of the 
sixth century : consubstantiation was a device of Luther, whereby he thought 
to mend the mater. « We may try as many ways as we please to purify truth 
from error, but no way is certain, but that prescribed by the prophet, ‘‘ stand 
** in the head of the ways and see, and enquire fer the old path, and walk 
‘* thereim, and ye-shall tind rest for your sons.” ' : 

P.—True sir; the man who desires to drink the water pure, must draw it 
from the fountain; but alas! “ the well is deep” to many, and they “ have 
nothing to draw with,”—~Lhe holy communion 1s, I fear, so generally little un- 
derstood, that by far the major part of people absent themselves irom it ; every 
one bas some favourite, excuse, 

(.—Yes, sir; our Saviour’s words are daily verified,—‘* ye will not come 
fo mie that ye might have life ;’—how many turn away in a rage upon being 
told, <* unless ye eat the flesh of tke Sou of man and drink his bleed, ye have 
no life in you ae 

P.—I irinly believe that it is necessary to receive the holy communion as 
ofiea as opportunity offers, because it is our spiritual nourishment, without 
which the soul must be in a weak and languishing condition. 

C.—If the health of the soul were in our eyes as precious as that of the body, 
we would give a similar atteation to its preservation and maintenance ; but un- 
happily we attend to the things of time with so much ardency of affection that 
tle things of eternity are littie regarded. To pamper the body, no expense 
is spared, and invitations to social entertainments are duly complied with ;—- 
but to the voice of the Church, inviting her careless children to eat of her 
“‘ dainties and drink her choicest wine,” to feast on the ‘* coramunion of the 
body and blood” of her Redeemer, little attention is paid. What! is courtesy 
toward man a virttie, and disrespect toward God free from ceasure ?—At first 
tie deceiver seduced men, by persuading them to eat what God had forbid- 
den—since, he has carried on the same destroying scheme, by persuading them 
to contemn what God hath commaaded to be eaten. Surely men would not 
sv readily yield up their best interests into the destroyer’s hands, if they more 
maturely ** considered the things that belong to their temporal and eternal 
peace ;”—if they considered aright the “ communion of the body and blood 
of Christ,” and knew that it conveys all the benefits of his natural body ans} 
biood to those who worthily receive it; the chief of which are, the pardon of 
their past sins ; fresh suppiies of tae Holy Spirit ; and a principle of immor- 
4a! life to their bodies, as well as to their souis, 
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The Farmer's Prayer. 63 


f.—I am much édified, sir, by your instructions, and must request you to 
resume the subject at my next visit, which | propose to make in a few weeks. 

C.—You shall be always a welcome visitor, and especialiy so, when you 
come in the character of a meek inquirer after truth ;~into which, may God 
direct every well-disposed person. | Lo be continued. | 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 


Gentlemen, 


The winter ts over and gone, and the warblers of the groves begin to announce 
the rising Spring; and as a great proportion of your subscribers are Hus- 


bandmen, and much engaged in contriving how to obtain a plentiful harvest, ° 


the following will, I hope, find a place in your useful publication. 
«* Paul may plant, Apollos may water, but God giveth the increase,” 


THE FARMER’S PRAYER. 


THOU, by whom the universe was made, 
Mankind’s support, and never-failing aid, ~ 
Who bidd’st the teeming earth her produce bear, 
Unto a peasant’s earnest suit give ear. 


’m going now my land with care to dress, 
And to its fertile bosom to commit my grain, 
Which, if, O God! thou deignest not to bless, 
I never must expect to see again. 


In vain it is to plant, in vain to sow, 
Ii vain to harrow well the levell’d plain, 
If thou dost, not command the seed to grow, 
And give increase unto my bury’d grain. 
O give us in due time, and measure fit, 
Give us the former and the latter rain ; 
Give temp’rate seasons, and sufficient heat ; 
Give peace and plenty to each honest swain. 


Prosper our handy-work, most gracious God! 
And further all our labours with success ; 
So, on our knees, shall we confess thee good, 
And night and morn our benefactor bless. 


——— > a 
LINES WRITTEN ON A BLANK LEAF OF THE HOLY BIBLE. 


E sacred tomes, be my unerring guide, 
Dove-hearted saints, and prophets eagle-ey’d! 
I scorn the moral fop and ethic sage, 
But learn the truth trom your illumin’d page. 

Like Moses’ bush each leaf divinely bright, 
Where God invests himself in milder light! 
Taught by your doctrines we devoutly rise, 

Faiih points the way, and Hope unbars the skies. 


— — > @ a 
A SHORT VOCABULARY, 


> > 1 . . aA . a e . . 
Gicing the signification of some Old English words, used in the old translation 
i Deo . , , 
of the Psaims, and several offices of the Church ; but not commonly spoken 
or writien now tn the same sense in which our translators used them. 


es nate A NY living creature except man. Cicero, in his Tusculum ques- 
tions, gives the appellation of beasts to fishes, birds, and ser- 


. 


penis. In Gen. iii. ch. ver.°1.—Psalm civ. ver. 23. Our last translation takes 


the word in this sense, which shews that it was so understood tor abeve sixty’ 


years after the old translation was made, 
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es Essays and thoughis on surtous tulyjects. 


BLasPHEME. To speak reprocchfully either of God of man; ftom the 
Greek word Waich is uved in St. Jude’s, Ep. ver. T—Rom. ili. ch. ver. 8, 
and iitus iii. ch. ver. 2. In these and other places men are said to be bigs. 
phemed. indeed; if we respect the etymology only, it is more properly 
plicable to men than to God ; for it strictly signifies to hurt the fame or 
of another. Psalm iv. ver. 2. mee 

BLASPHEMY. Reproach or slander, éither against God or man. Ps. lxxiii, 
ver. 8. 

ComMUNE. To discourse familiarly; to compare notes one with another. 

Counspi. Design, device, decree, or resolution, from the Latin consil- 
jum. Psalm xxxiii ver.;10. In s¢riptore it means more than simply advice, 
of direction, the sense in which it is now generally understgod. 

Escuew. Avoid, shun, keep at a distance from. 

Farn, Glad, merry, joytul. We now use it as an adverb, viz. Z would 
fain, that is, I would gladly ; but our ancestors used it as an adjective. Psalm 
Jxxi. ver. 21. 

Frittinc. A hasty removal or flight. Psalm lvi. yor. 8. 

Fioop. Ariveror stream. Psaim Ixxii. ver. 8, 26, 89. 

HEALTH. Safely, protection, power of saving, salcation, both spiritual 
and temporal. {ft contes from the Saxon word Hel, which has the same signi- 
fication. thus imthe Nicene Creed in the Saxon language, Hel stands for sal- 
vation. And in that language Christ is called Helenor, that is, the Saviour. 
And the last translation tenders the Hebrew original by this word Health.— 
Psalm xiii. ver. 11. [Te be continued. } 

| 


ESSAYS AND THOUGHTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 


HE science called nietaphysics seems never to have betn of service to true 
religion, but only to have obscured and darkened its truths, which, un- 
_ der that cover, have ofien been stolen a by its enemies. May it not be 
compared tothe mist, or fog, described by Homer, as spread on the top of hills? 
“« Swift gliding mists thle dusky hills invade, 
‘« To thieves more grateful than the midnight shade.” 


SUCH a respect,” says Plutarch, ‘* had the Romans for religion, that they 
«¢ made ali their ailairs depend solely on the pleasure of the gods, never suffer- 
‘« ing, no, not in the greatest prosperity, the least neglect or contempt of their 
“' ancient rites, or ofacles ; being fully persuaded, that it was of much greater 
** importance to the ptblic welfare, that their magistrates and generals should 
“* reverence and obey the gods, than if they conquered and subdued their 
*« eneniies.” 

DR. GREEN, of St. John’s College, trying to skate, got a terrible fall 
backwards. “ Why, Doctor,” said a friend who was with him; “I had 
thought you understood the business better.”—-‘* O,” replied the Doctor, 
«« | have the theory perfectly, | want nothing but the practice.” How many 
of us in matters of a much higher and more important nature, come under the 
Doctor’s predicament ! 

MANY persons «pend so much time in criticising and disputing about the 
gospel, that they have none left for practising ift.—As if two such men should 
quarrel about the phraseology of tlieir physician’s prescription, and forget to 
take the medicine. 

MANY of those great politicians as they are called, so celebrated in story, 
may becompared, as Mr. Boyle observes, to worthless gnats, considerable on- 
ly for their noise and stings with which they disturb meu’s rest, 


SS — =e 
OBITUARY. 

DIED, at Stratford, in February, Mr. Jostan Curais, aged 69 years.— 
Mr. Hezexran Lewis, aged 2! years.—Mr. Curtis Jupson.—Miss 
Nancy Currts, aged 21 years.—Mr. Erisna De’Foxest, aged 65 years. 
Miss ANNA Brooks, aged 89 years.—Miss Rutru Wostér, aged 86 years. 

ee oo 

ERRATA. ]—No. 3, page 48, first line, for “ dream” readdram. Inthe text 

of the several Lectures on the Church Catechism, for “ Romans” read Genesis. 
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